You are being asked to take part in a research study that will help us better understand sexual behavior and condom use among men in China. Your participation in this project will allow us to develop better interventions to promote condom use and to improve sexual health among men across China.
What is the purpose of this study? Innovative approaches to condom promotion campaigns are urgently needed. The current strategy to developing many of these campaigns is to repackage old ideas rather than create new ones. The purpose of this research study is to understand how crowdsourcing can be used to leverage both the high Internet use and willingness to participate in online forums of young MSM (men who have sex with men) to transform the design and implementation of condom promotion campaigns. Crowdsourcing is the process of taking a task traditionally performed by a single individual or organization, and instead outsourcing the task to a large group to complete in the form of a contest or open call, often enabled by the Internet.
How many people will take part in this study? If you decide to participate in this research study, you will be one of approximately 1170 individuals recruited across China.
What will happen if you take part in the study? Your part in this research study will last approximately 20 minutes. During this study, you will be asked to first complete an online questionnaire, and depending on your responses, you may be asked to watch a one minute video afterwards. Upon completion of this initial questionnaire, you will be asked to input your mobile phone number as a means for the research team to prevent duplicate responses, to send reminders, and to distribute rewards for participation. Additionally, some participant will be asked to complete up to two additional follow-up questionnaires after three-week and twelveweek's times. If you do not respond to the initial follow-up request, you will receive a message reminder. To do this, we will also ask you to provide your QQ number. The study questionnaires will ask you to provide sociodemographic information as well as details about your sexual health and sexual activity.
What are the possible benefits from being in this study? Research is designed to benefit society by gaining new knowledge. The proposed study will make important contributions to the sexual health literature. The field of condom interventions among young MSM in resourcelimited settings is in its infancy. The results from this study will help the research team develop a MSM targeted, community-level intervention that will be fielded and evaluated in the Chinese setting. Your participation will also help design better interventions to promote condom use among MSM in China.
What are the possible risks or discomforts involved from being in this study? We will ask participants to provide sensitive information about their sexual partners and practices. Participants may feel embarrassed, anxious, or otherwise distressed by providing information of such a personal nature. Participants may also experience fatigue in response to the proposed evaluations (e.g. from looking at a computer screen). Some participants might fear that refusal to participate in the study might jeopardize their sexual orientation identity -especially if the participant has not come "out" to him or herself and/or the community). Other participants may fear that the research staff might "out" them or discuss their private details with other (MSM and non-MSM) members in their community. While the risk is minimal, there is still the possibility for breaches of confidentiality.
How will your privacy be protected? All data are directly entered into computers as participants complete the questionnaires. Programs to ensure accuracy, completeness, and internal consistency are automated. Data can be readily downloaded and converted to the format of commercially available statistical software. During collection of the online portion of the study, all data will be transmitted securely using SSL (TLS) 128 bit encryption across the Internet (HTTP). SSL providers users with the assurance of access to a valid, "non-spoofed" site, and prevents data interception or tampering with sensitive information. The SSL certificate that will be used for this project will use 128-bit encryption, the preferred security level of government and financial institutions. 128-bit encryption offers protection that is virtually unbreakable. For example, if a hacker could crack a standard 40-bit SSL session in a day, it is estimated that it would take well beyond a trillion years to accomplish the same thing against a 128-bit SSL session. A dedicated server, which eliminates security issues involved with shared hosting environments where hundreds of websites and users reside on one shared web server as well as ensuring both physical and network security, will be used to house the data. Data will be located in a secured server at UNC Chapel Hill. The server will be configured with redundant hard drive array to ensure reliability. Access to the data will be password protected within the server's firewall. Survey responses will be kept separately from participants' email addresses; the two files will be linked with a non-descript, unique, randomly generally identifier. Only the PI and a designated senior staff member will have the password to access to the "key" that links the nondescript identifier to personally identifiable information. Cookies will not be used in any way to track participant activity.
What if you want to stop before your part in the study is complete? If at any point in the study you do not want to answer a question or no longer want to participate, you can stop and withdraw from this study without penalty. The investigators also have the right to stop your participation if you have an unexpected reaction, have failed to follow instructions, etc.
Will you receive anything for being in this study? Will it cost anything? Participants who are asked to watch a one-minute video will have the opportunity to earn up to 150 RMB credit on their mobile phone -this credit will be distributed as two separate 100 and 50 RMB mobile phone recharges. Participants will receive a 100 RMB phone recharge upon completion of the first questionnaire and 3-week follow up survey, and 50 RMB for the 3-month follow up survey if that they are eligible for. There are no costs associated with participating in this research study. If you understand and agree to participate in this research study, please select "Agree" from the options below. We thank you for your participation!  Agree  Decline (Skip to End of Survey)
Survey Access (Q6-7)
6. How did you find out about our research study?  Blued's banner ad  Danlan webpage banner ad (www.danlan.org)  Weibo banner ad  Weixin banner ad  Friend referral  SESH referred me through QQ  SESH referred me through SMS 7. What device are you using to access our research study?  Desktop or laptop computer  Mobile phone  Tablet device
A. Sociodemographics (Q8-15)
The next set of questions will ask you to provide some information about yourself. F1. In the last three months, how often did you carry a condom with you when there was the possibility you may have sex later?
A6. What province or province-level city do you currently live in?
 Beijing  Tianjin  Hebei  Shanxi  Inner Mongolia  Liaoning  Jilin  Heilong Jiang  Shanghai  Jiangsu  Zhejiang  Anhui  Fujian  Jiangxi  Shandong  Henan  Hubei  Hunan  Guangdong  Guangxi  Hainan  Chongqing  Sichuan  Guizhou  Yun An  Xizang (Tibet)  Shaanxi  Gansu  Qinghai  Ningxia  Xinjiang  Hong Kong  Aomen A7.
